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the fact that a good man should strive with all his might
to bring about a reform in them. The marvel is that he
should be successful. An exiled scholar, poor and
friendless, with no other weapon than his pen, and no
other resources than his undaunted spirit and marvellous
learning, changed the current of European thought on
the subject of international relations, and exorcised from
warfare the worst demons of lust and murder.

This seems a sweeping statement; but an examination
of history will shew its truth. The Thirty Years' War
was .raging when Grotius wrote, and his influence was
never felt in the conduct of its campaigns. On the con-
trary their horrors influenced him to write. The next
great cycle of warfare arose out of the general coalition
against Louis XIV., and ran its course at the end of
the seventeenth and the beginning of the eighteenth cen-
turies, about fifty years after the leading principles of
Grotius had been embodied in the Peace of Westphalia.
His system was accepted by Western Europe between the
time of the Thirty Years' War and the time of the War of
the Spanish Succession. The result was shewn in a vast
decrease of barbarity, and a vast increase of consideration
for the welfare of the non-combatant populations. The
camps of Mansfeld and Wallenstein were bandit holds.
The camps of Marlborough and Villars were ordered
cities. Now and again the old barbarity burst forth, as
in the devastation of the Palatinate in i6SS, and the
laying waste of part of Bavaria in 1704. But in the main
the new ideas prevailed; and the rules laid down by the
great Dutch jurist were applied in that most practical of
all practical affairs, the conduct of a great war. A com-
parison between the usages of the two periods we have
mentioned will prove this to demonstration.